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Handwriting 

Here at St. Anne’s we are very proud of our pupil’s handwriting and take particular care in 

our cursive/joined-up handwriting style. We use a consistent approach to letter formation 

throughout school. 

Handwriting is a basic skill that influences the quality of work throughout the curriculum. At 

the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils should have the ability to produce fluent, legible and 

eventually, speedy joined-up handwriting, and to understand the different forms of 

handwriting used for different purposes.  

1. Correct posture and pencil grip for handwriting: 

Pupils should be taught to sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly- 

ensuring the other hand is holding the page still. 

 

 

2. Sitting position: 

• Bottom to the back of the chair (BBC) 

• 6 legs on the floor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. The tripod pencil grip: 

Both right and left handed children should be encouraged to use the tripod grip which 

allows the pen/pencil to be held securely whilst allowing controlled movements of the 

pen/pencil nib. 

 

 
Left-handed children may find it difficult to follow right-handed teachers as they 

demonstrate letter formation (and vice versa). Teachers should demonstrate to left-handers 

on an individual or group basis when needed. 

 

 

How often is handwriting taught? 

• In Key Stage Two, handwriting is taught 3 times a week for 20 minutes. The Y3/4 

National Curriculum notes and guidance (non-statutory) state that, ‘Pupils should be 

using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing', therefore all 

children in KS2 are taught to join. 

Teaching sequence: 

• Teacher models letter formation/ children rehearse in book and put a dot under 

their favourite letter (p). 

• Teacher models letter formation and join within a word/ children rehearse in book 

and put a dot under their favourite word. (Pipe/ spike- when practising capitals, 

practise using the letter at the start of a word and then within). 

• Children compare work with partner and explain why they like each other’s best 

examples. 



• Teacher models letter join in a sentence with two or more words using that letter 

(The pipe had a spike and Pip cut his leg) 

• If there's time, children can create their own sentence using 'p' in as many words as 

possible. 

• Teacher moves around the classroom and marks/ gives extra guidance as children 

are working. 

• Constant reminder of expectations in all lessons: BBC, 2 hands, 6 legs, tripod pencil 

grip, all letters sit on the line, tall letters hit the top line.  All other letters are half the 

size. 

• Teachers have high expectations of children’s handwriting across all subjects. 

We teach letter formation in family groups which reinforces shapes and directional pushes 

and pulls of the pencil, see below: 

 

 

 
Once children are joining their letters frequently, they will be presented with a pen licence 

and certificate in assembly! 

 


