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Re: Supporting your child with reading in Key Stage One 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

Although your child is taught to read in school, you can have a huge impact on their reading 

journey by continuing their practise at home. There is considerable research to show that 

children who enjoy reading and choose to read benefit not only academically, but also 

socially and emotionally. 

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum and it clearly impacts on their 

achievement. Reading increases children’s vocabulary because they encounter words they 

would rarely hear or use in everyday speech.  

Research from the Ohio State University found that reading regularly to and with children 

exposed them to a far greater number of words. They calculated that by the time children 

were 5 years old:  

Children who have not been read with are exposed to approximately 4,662 words 

Reading 1-2 times per week =63,570 words 

Reading 3-5 times per week =169,520 words 

Daily reading = 296,660 words 

Reading In School: 

This year we have invested £4,000 in a new systematic phonics scheme with wonderful new 
decodable books that the children will be using in school. The link below will take you to the 
parents’ page with guidance on how to support your child from home… 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

With such a big investment from our school budget, we ask that you ensure our books are 
looked after when sent home and returned to school in the same condition. There will be a 
fee of £5.00 for any books that are not returned so we can repurchase and maintain full sets. 

 Home Reading: 

Reading practise book  

This book has been carefully matched to your child’s current reading level. If your child is 
reading it with little help, please don’t worry that it’s too easy – your child needs to develop 
fluency and confidence in reading. 
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Listen to them read the book. Remember to give them lots of praise – celebrate their 
success! If they can’t read a word, read it to them. After they have finished, talk about the 
book together. 

Sharing book 

To encourage your child to become a lifelong reader, it is important that they learn to read 
for pleasure. The sharing book is a book they have chosen for you to enjoy together. 

Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it to or with 
them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, predict what might happen next, use different 
voices for the characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction book. The main thing is that you 
have fun! 

Please date and initial when your child has read at home in their Reading Diary so we can 
keep track. 

Children receive stickers for super reading at home. When they read every school 
night for a month (20 consecutive reads) they receive a special certificate and a 
delicious hot chocolate! 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

St Anne’s Teaching Team 

 

 


